
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      May 12, 2019 
  
FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 123 [Jesus Christ Is Risen Today] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 

 Gracious God, I have an urgent need to maintain the stability 
and equilibrium of my mental and emotional life.  In response to 
that need, I instinctually and carefully monitor the feelings and 
thoughts that enter my awareness and seek to remain there.  
There are times when the stability and equilibrium I crave are 
disrupted by thoughts and/or feelings that intrude into my 
awareness.  They do not always have the same subject, but what 
they share is the intensity of the discomfort that is evoked by 
their presence.  I do not entertain them for long because I can 
sense the danger to my notion of who I am if I consider them, and 
I fear the cost of assimilating them.  I believe their inclusion will 
change me sufficiently that I will move too far away from the 
person I think I should be, and I will be chastised because of that.  
I lack the certainty that I will be able to function as I think I 
should, and therefore will not be as productive as I believe I must.  
In saying these things, I realize how afraid I am to leave the 
internal home in which I grew up.  My hesitation in considering 
the thoughts and feelings that intrude into my awareness tells me  
I have little trust in your guiding me to a more adequate home. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 10:22-30 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 122 [Thine Is the Glory] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 121 [That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, Church Office 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for May 19, 2019 
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelations 21:1-6; John 13:31-35. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share 
and plan to stay. 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter (John 10:22-30) 
 The understanding of the Messiah in the first century was that 
someone would come who would bring about social and political 
change for the Jewish nation, particularly in terms of their being 
ruled by the Roman Empire. The Christian Church took that 
understanding, modified it and expanded it, and then used it to 
explain Jesus of Nazareth, making the claim that he was the 
Messiah. 
 If we want to continue to use the concept of the Messiah in our 
time, and if we want to continue to apply it to the person of Jesus 
of Nazareth, I suggest that we need to follow the example of the 
early church and modify and expand the concept. 
 In terms of modifying the concept of the Messiah, we need to 
emphasize internal change as the way external change is both 
initiated and sustained. For us, the things the Messiah accomplishes 
are changes to the way we think, feel, perceive and understand, all 
of which together change the way we act. 
 In terms of expanding the concept of the Messiah, we need to 
change the concept from referring to an individual to referring to a 
way of living that can be embodied by many people. Jesus would 
then be an example of a person who lived this way. His life would 
demonstrate the characteristics of this way of life, which are 1) 
embracing intense experiences that are generally painful 
(suffering), 2) surrendering to the death experiences that come 
from the unpacking and exploring of these intense experiences (the 
death would be to our identity, our self-experience and self-
understanding), and 3) a willingness to accept and explore the life 
that rises from these death experiences (an expanded and enlarged 
identity, etc.). 
 God initiates and orchestrates this way of living by bringing these 
intense experience to our awareness and maintaining them so they 
can be owned and explored, sustaining us through the deaths that 
come from  these experiences, and also helping us assimilate what 
was disclosed, thereby forming a new and enlarged identity. God 
leads us and carries us throughout this unfolding of our life. 

[Jim Robie, 5-9-19] 
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FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 10:22-30 
 One of the things we learn from those who raise us, the family 
and the culture/society in which we grow up, is “what to pay 
attention to” and “what not to pay attention to.” As an illustration 
let’s use the “voice” we all internalize, a voice which was intended 
to inform us about the best way and the right way to live, and which 
we mostly experience as judgmental and critical. We learn to pay a 
great deal of attention to the constant advice which is offered 
about the right way to live; we learn to listen to that advice 
automatically, and we respond/react to it continuously as 
evidenced by the shifts in our feeling states and the changes we 
make in our behaviors. A great deal of what we do and do not do 
will make sense as we learn to listen in on the advice that is always 
coming our way. However, listening in on this advice is not all that 
easy because we also learn to tune out this constant instruction so 
that we rarely hear it or even perceive it. Most of us live in a state 
where we are always attending to, as well as responding or reacting 
to, an internal conversation we do not actually hear; and, we are 
unaware this is happening. 
 Most of us will not identify with the above description as being 
true of us; we live in a state of ignorance as to its reality. That is, 
we actually lack the awareness of constantly interacting with 
advice which we primarily experience as instructional verging on 
judgmental. We do not perceive it. That lack of perception is 
ultimately the issue we face. Internalizing advice about how to live, 
and then having that advice be used to assess and evaluate the way 
we live, is the way the human mind works. Our not perceiving that 
our minds work this way makes it so that we are not able to interact 
with and modify these internal transactions which influence us so 
greatly. 
 The question is: How does this situation become different, in the 
sense of how does perception dawn so that these evaluative 
internal transactions become available to us as something we can 
consider and engage? This question is the way people in our time 
would ask the question raised in the text about whether or not 
Jesus is the Messiah. In our western society we do not have 
expectations for a Messiah in the same way as people did in the 

first century.  In the first century the expectation was for a messiah, 
an individual, to bring about social and political change. I suggest 
that in our time we need to think of the messiah differently. The 
expectation might still be for social and political change, but the way 
we need to conceive of that would have more of an internal 
reference than in the past, would focus more on changes being 
made to our thinking, feeling and perceiving, which would 
precipitate social and political change. I suggest we think of the 
messiah not so much as one person, but as a way of life that could 
be embraced by many people. The writers of the gospels gave us 
the description of this way of life when they recorded the sayings of 
Jesus describing the Messiah and Son of Man as undergoing 1) 
intense experiences that are usually painful [suffering], 2) dying [the 
internal death involved in changes being made to our self-
perception, self-experience, identity], 3) rising again [our self-
perception, self-experience, identity forming again in way that is 
more expansive and inclusive]. Changes to or in our identity involve 
us with these three internal events or experiences. We would not 
ask whether Jesus is the Messiah, as much as we would ask whether 
the way he lived is the way things get put right, inwardly and 
outwardly. This way of life is what sets things right in the sense of 
encouraging us to pay attention to the insights and perceptions 
which disclose us to ourselves, thereby enabling us to interact with 
the life we inherited and making it possible to engage and modify 
our life in the present. God is what initiates perception, especially 
perceptions about our personal life. We experience God as the 
activity of our being made aware, particularly about the internal 
chatter that influences the way we live each day. The question is—
Do we believe that attending to these perceptions, the thoughts 
and feelings which God ushers into our awareness, will increase our 
capacity to live with ourselves and others? Do we have enough trust 
in this way of being related to ourselves to ponder and explore 
these thoughts and feelings? Are we willing to consider that the 
intense experiences, the internal deaths and the emergence of an 
expanded self-experience and self-awareness is the way inner and 
outer change is brought about? 



In the text Jesus says: “I have told you [I am the Messiah], and 
you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify 
to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep.” I suggest we change this to have a more internal focus: “I 
have told you this way of living is the messiah, but you do not 
believe. The phrase “The works that I do in my Father’s name…” 
would refer to the thoughts and feelings God ushers into our 
awareness. Then, to emphasize what is being said: “…but you do 
not believe because you do not belong to my sheep.” To elaborate 
this a little: sheep are considered “stupid,” a word which means 
“slow to learn or understand; obtuse; lacking or marked by a lack 
of intelligence.” Most of us will not take kindly to being labeled 
“sheep” and therefore “stupid.” However, we might hear this 
description as an invitation to inhabit a more enlightened place. In 
order to participate in the work God does we need to consider 
seriously how “stupid” it is to live in a state where we are always 
listening to and responding/reacting to a judgmental internal 
conversation we do not hear. It may be that doing so is 
understandable, and is even inevitable, but still it would be helpful 
to consider seriously how slow to learn and understand we are 
when it comes to self-understanding, how obtuse we are when it 
comes to self-awareness, and how we lack intelligence when it 
comes to self-knowledge. The realization that we are sheep would 
certainly make a dent in our pride [intense experience that is 
painful], would certainly modify our self-perception [death], and by 
doing so would allow us to listen more closely to the ways God 
informs us regarding how we are constantly interacting with advice 
which we experience as judgmental [rising again to a more 
expanded sense of self]. So much of our life is a response to being 
and feeling criticized. God speaks to us about this, and does so in a 
supportive, encouraging, welcoming and accepting way. Slowly we 
learn to recognize God’s voice, and we respond to it by opening to 
the perpetual vitality [eternal life] offered to us through this way of 
relating to ourselves as sheep. The vitality God fashions within us 
in this way never dies, and nothing and no one can snatch it from 
us. 

 [Jim Robie, 5-9-19, 4th of Easter, Cycle C, John 10:22-30] 


